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Draft Board Review 
Facing Sports Stars 
Under WMB Ruling 


Big League Ball Certain 
To Be Hit By Order; 
Discharges Studied 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 25 (ANS)— 
Sports suffered its first big crack- 
down of the war last weekend as 
war mobilizer James F. "yrnes or- 
dered horse and dog tracks shut 
down. and called for draft boards 
to check on professional athletes 
deferred or discharged from the 
services for physical disability. 


Byrnes, with President Roosevelt’s 
approval, asked all racing tracks to 
close up Jan. 3 and stay closed "un- 
til war conditions permit”, then he 
disclosed that at his request, Selec- 
tive Service Director Maj. Gen. 
Lewis B. Hershey has directed local 
draft boards to "review tir classi- 
fication of men known to be en- 
gaged in professional athletics who 
have been deferred because of fail- 
ure to meet physical qualifications 
for the service or wh» had been in 
one of the services and had been 
dischargec therefrom.” 

Byrnes made public a letter to 
Hershey in which the mobilization 
director expressed particular con- 
cern about "the large number of 
men between the ages of 18 and 26 
engaged in professional athletics of 
all types.” 

Hershey’s order to draft boards 
seems certain to force many minor 
leagues into inactivity with the 
horse tracks. Big league clubs have 
depended largely for their talent 
the past three years on deferred 
athletes and when they enter the 
services any minor league ballplay- 
ers who know their way from the 
dugout to rightfield will be major 
leaguers, if indeed, even the majors 
survive next year. 

Byrnes yesterday explained the 
War Department’s policy on ath- 
letes physically fit to participate in 
their favorite sports. vet wnable to 


(Continued on Page 7) 





Small Size Constellation 
For General Of The Army 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 25 (ANS)— 
The insignia for the newly created 
rank of General of the Army is five 
Silver stars, each three-eighths of 
an inch in diameter, which are 
fastened together in a circle with 
the inner points of ne | star touch- 
ing the surface_of the other stars, 
the War Department disclosed to- 

ay. 


"| priority powers. 
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Wehrmacht Offensive 
Increases In Intensity 


SHAEF, Dec. 25—The German counteroffensive on the western front was still mounting in in- 
tensity today, according to Reuter’s, but the Nazi advances, although not yet stopped, were fairly 








Soviets Sure Allies 
Will Hold In West 


MOSCOW, Dec. 25 (AP)—Prav- 
da, in a lengthy review of the 
German offensive on the western 
front, continued to take the line 
that the situation was not as bad 
as the foreign press made it eut. 

The attitude was that General 
Dwight D. Eisenhower would deal 
with the situation, and the Rus- 
sians left an impression of confi- 
dence in their Allies. 








Manpower Violators 
Hit By Government 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 25 (ANS)— 
In one of the most drastic man- 
power moves of the war, the Gov- 
ernment yesterday served notice 
that materials, fuel and transpor- 
tation will be denied businesses 
which defy manpower regulations. 


The actions capped a week of in- 
tensified endeavor to speed up the 
whole American war effort to the 
greater_ pace which the German 
counteroffensive has shown will be 
necessary for victory. 


In earlier moves the Government 
had increased the draft rate for 
January and February from 40,000 
to 80,000, raised the sights on war 
production to plan on ua s of 
heavy fighting continuing in Eur- 
ope for a year or more, frozen pro- 
duction of civilian goods at current 
levels indefinitely and sharply cut 
the allotment of automobile tires 
for civilian use. 


Yesterday’s actions were ordered 
directly by James F. Byrnes, di- 
rector of War Mobilization and 
Reconversion. They are aimed at 
“squeezing” manpower out of less 
essential activities and into war 
production. Even before the Ger- 
man offensive raised new produc- 
tion problems it had been estimated 
that war plants needed 300,000 
more workers than they had. 

The crackdown” on businesses 
which disregarded manpower regu- 
lations was taken in two ‘steps. 
First, Byrnes asked the War Man- 
power Commission to intensify the 
drive to establish employment ceil- 
ings in areas of labor shortages. 
Under such ceilings WMC tells a 
business — manufacturing plant, 
laundry or tavern, for instance— 
the total number of workers it may 
employ. 

Then Byrnes asked the War Pro- 

duction Board to put teeth into 
these manpower regulations since 
the Manpower Commission has no 
peaeey itself to enforce the ceil- 
ngs. ‘ 
WPB uid this by invoking for the 
first time in the war its broad 
These permit it 
(Continued on page 8) 
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Merry” one. 





Soviets Shell Last 
Road Out Of Buda 


MOSCOW, Dec. 25 (AP)—The 
Red Army applied a death lock on 
Budapest, capital of Hungary, to- 
day, throttling its last communica- 
tion lines to Vienna and moving up 
to the suburbs of Buda on the 
west side of the Danube. 

Northwest of the city Russian 
units, driving north, northwestward 
and northeastward, cut every road 
and railway out of Buda except the 
electric line to Vienna. 

The Germans sought to bring in 
more reinforcements over the elec- 
tric line, but the Soviets have it 
under fire. 

Marshal Fedor Tolbukhin’s great 
offensive southwest of Budapest, 
which has swept through the Ger- 
mans’ deep defense line hinged on 
the railway junction of Szekesfe- 
hervar, had captured approximately 
200 places by Christmas morning. 
His breakthrough was 25 miles deep 
in some places. 

During the 72 hours preceding 
the announcement of the 3rd 
Ukrainian Army’s offensive, the 
Russians destroyed or disabled 385 
German tanks, according to offi- 
cial claims. 

Directly west of Buda—that por- 
tion of Budapest lying west of the 





(Continued on page 8) 





It’s Another Night At 


The Front 








By Sgt. BOB FLEISHER 
Staff Corresponaent 


WITH THE 5TH ARMY, Dec. 25 
—While nearly every unit far 
enough behind the lines to allow 
themselves the 1 of an eve- 
ning’s relaxation went through the 
motions, at least of observing 
Christmas Eve, at the front itself 
there was scarcely anything 
distinguish this night from a hun- 
dred other “quiet” nights. 

In one vallky, several hundred 
yards from the front, stood the 
Pyramidal tents of a battalion aid 
Station. A sheer rocky cliff rose 
several hundred feet behind the 
tents. It was bare and barren. But 
the rest of the VAlley was an artist’s 
Christmas setting. 

The hills rising steeply wherever 
the eye could see were snow-covered, 
and every branch and twig on the 
trees were encasec. in form-fitting 
icicles, the result of fog, conden- 
sation and freezing. The moon was 
hidden, out several searchlights re- 
flected from the clouds on the snow 
and ice. 

But the perfectness of the back- 
drop only emphasized the inade- 





quacy of the players. The spirit was 
there, but somehow the GIs just 
couldn’ t work up the proper holiday 
enthusiasm. 

Inside the main tent of the bat- 
talion aid station everyone was 
eating supper. It wasn’t exactly a 
Christmas xive feast—lima beans, 
potatoes, stewed tomatoes, bread 


to and jam. But the boys had hopes 


that they might be relieved soon 
and a real Christmas dinner was in 
the offing then. 

It was after dark and if there 

was to be any work for the medics 
this day, it would come soon. There 
was no chance to evacuate the 
wounded and sick during the day- 
light hours but after dark the com- 
pany aid men would search them 
out and —_—— down for transpor- 
tation. ey would carry them out 
to the road and the boys from the 
aid station would take over from 


Sut whi th pie, 

ut while they were w: 

standard bantering and tehing 
went on. The medics i wast- 
ing any time sulking over the Com- 
bat Infantry Badge that has been 
denied them. They have one of their 
own and C as Eve seemed an 


ideal time for a little decoration 
ceremony. 

Capt. Howard Conn of Smith- 
field, Pa., the battalion surgeon, 
called the detachment to attention. 
Pvt. Donald Sebastian of Lexing- 
ton, Ky., was an aid man extraordi- 
nary and was much deserving of 
the medic badge. Nobody smiled as 
the captain pinned a brand new 
safety pin over his left pocket. 

Across a narrow, bouncy bridge 
that spanned the creek running 
through the valley, the chaplain 
sat in his tent sweating out a call 
from the forward CP. Father Ber- 
nard E. Burns of Joliet, Ill., wanted 
very much to hold Christmas Eve 
services in an ancient stone building 
right on the front lines. But there 
was some dout: about it. He wasn’t 
sure the men could be relieved from 
their foxholes and, then, there was 
always the danger of observation 
and shelling when a large group of 
men gathered in one spot. 

But Father Burns was not unduly 
perturbed. He would hold his ser- 
vices as soon as conditions permitted 
and until then the coffee pot was 





(Continued on page 8) 
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NEW YORK, Dec. 25 (UP)—Christmas, 1944, for most Ameri- 
cans was sober, prayerful and serious with few occasions to instill 
the cheer which prompts the traditional greeting "Merry Christ- 


The general hope was that Christmas 1945 would really be a 
All eyes were fixed on the progress of the battle in Europe. The 


knowledge of just how many hard and bloody battles lie ahead be- 
+fore victory was driven home 


with crushing realization by 
events of the few weeks preced- 
ing Christmas. 

Nevertheless, late reports that 
the Germans had been halted, at 
least temporarily, were reassuring 
and the holiday traditional gaiety 
was not entirely absent. 

As evidence of the nation’s sober 
consciousness of the tasks ahead 
was the President’s Christmas mes- 
sage in which he said: "We cannot 
yet say when our victory will 
come... 

"We pray the day may come soon 
and we pray that with victory will 
come a new day of peace on earth in 
which all nations will join together 
for all time.” 

At the White House the annual 


(Continued on page 8) 


Large Part Of U.S. 
Has White Christmas 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25 (ANS)— 
America had a white Christmas to- 
day, In the northern states from 
the Rocky Mountains to the east- 
ern” seaboard scattered snow flur- 
ries and freezing rains continued. 
Throughout the Midwest a cold 
wave was forecast for tonight which 
would push the mercury down to 
minus zero readings, in a five- 
state area. 

The cold air mass, now in the 
plains states, gave Pembina, N. D., 
the nation’s low mark of 15 degrees 
below zero and it’s expected to 
push into Iowa, Wisconsin, Min- 
nesota, Illinois and Indiana. 

In the south, readings were 
slightly above normal with a range 
of 40 to 65 degrees and a top of 
72 degrees at Brownsville, Texas. 
The mercury was expected to go 
well above 70 degrees in Miami 
and New Orleans today. 

- The West Coast reported show- 
ers and a morning fog all along the 
coast and in the interior valleys. 





Sixth War Loan Drive 
Looms As U. S. Record 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 25 (ANS)— 
The Sixth War Loan drive is on 
its way to becoming the greatest 
single government financing op- 
eration of the war, Secretary of 
the Treasury Henry Morgenthau, 
Jr., revealed today. 

Incomplete returns show that 
sales have reached 20,360,000,000 
dollars—less than 300,000,000 dol- 
lars short of the record Fifth War 
Loan of 20,639,000,000 dollars and 
more than 6,000,000,000 dollars over 
the goal. Individual investors have 
boosted purchases 10,000,000 dol- 
lars over the five billion dollar goal, 
he said. 





That the German counteroffensive had not yet reached the decisive stage was seen in the 
SHAEF announcement today which said both sides were getting ready for the big struggle ahead. 
The statement added that the Americans were set and on the alert for any new Nazi push. 

Continued clear weather enabled the employment of Allied aerial superiority in support of 
innumerable tank and ground troop battles. German patrols and tanks were reported to heve 


Christmas In United States 
Sober, Serious And Prayerful 


+struck out in advance of the 


main ground forces, but their 
appearance was regarded as not 
too alarming. Temperatures 
along the fighting front were well 
below the freezing point and a grim 
Christmas passed by the hard- 
pressed troops of Lt. Gen. Court- 
ney Hodges’ Ist Army. 

An Associated Press dispatch 
from the front said that the Ger- 
mans had succeeded in pushing 
patrols and tanks farther west iu 
the center of their bulge directed 
toward the Meuse River and enemy 
concentrations were reported at 
points where American forces pre- 
viously had repulsed the enemy. 

About 50 miles south of the great 
Belgian fortress city of Liege on 
the Meuse River, American troops 
who are isolated in Bastogne were 
proving a thorn in the side of the 
German forces pressing strongly 
to the northwest and southwest of 
the town. 

The town of Martelange, ten 
miles to the south of Bastogne on 
the Arlon road, was half cleared 
and progress by American troops 
continued in the steep hilly coun- 
tryside to the east. 

German transport was reported 
to be moving mostly at night to 
avoid Allied fighter bombers and 
the Luftwaffe apparently has been 
ordered to prevent Allied air inter- 
ference with Nazi ground move- 
ments at any cost. 

To the north, the American po- 
sition at Stavelot which is separat- 
ing the two German westward 
thrusts towards Liege and Namur 
was said to be holding firm in 
the face of numerous German at- 
tacks, 

In the center of the German 
bulge to the west, Field Marshal 
Gerd von  Rundstedt’s forces 
showed little signs of taking a 
Christmas holiday, an Associated 
Press dispatch reported. 

A Reuter’s dispatch revealed that 
at least one German division par- 
ticipating in the Nazi winter offen- 
sive had orders to take no prisoners. 
A Ist Army staff officer commenting 
on this directive said, "Our boys 
say it is all Fight with ( with them.” 


5th Army Activity 
Confined To Patrols 


ADVANCED ALLIED FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS, Dec. 25—Enemy 
and Allied patrols shuttled back 
and forth across the Senio River 
yesterday as both sides mane.‘ 
ered for positions along the first 
major water barrier barring the 
eastward approaches to Bologna. 

With a heavy blanket of snow 
covering most of the 5th Army 
front, activity all along the line 
was. largely confined to- patrols. 
The Germans suffered casualties 
in a sharp fire fight which took 
place during the day in the vicin- 
ity of Monterumici, approximately 
12 miles southwest of Bologna. 

The Krauts were being steadily 
dislodged yesterday from various 
positions in their triangular salient 
east of the Senio, as 8th Army 
troops continued to press ahead 
north and northeast of Faenza, 
The west bank of the Lamone Ri- 
ver is now clear from Faenza to 
Pieve Di Cesato, a distance of five 
miles. 

To the northwest, Canadian 
troops pushed along the heavily- 
mined lateral road on the east bank 
of the Senio and cleared more 
enemy strongpoints in the Ros- 








setta area against stiff opposition. 
A 


SREHER 


— 


at alg oe 





xo ea 


ope nas 





THE STARS AND STRIPES 
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FIRST SERGEANT AND HIS 





the holiday season is this merry gathering given by the 57th M 


P. Swartz of Talco, Texas—who doesn’t look like a first sergeant there — serves homeless tots, 


while a nun looks on. (Staff Photo 


Typical of the scores of Christmas parti@s given by Yank units for the children of Italy during 
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Detachment. Ist Sgt. William 
by Sgt. Grayson B. Tewksbury) 





Mrs. Luce Completes Visit 
To Forward 5th Army Area 


By Sgt. JACK FOISIE 
Staff Correspondent 

WITH THE 5TH ARMY, Dec. 25—Mrs. Clare Boothe Luce, Re- 
publican Congresswoman from Connecticut, returned to Florence 
tonight after completion of a three-day tour of the 5th Army area, 
two days of which were spent well in the forward area. 

The definition of ’forward area,” in the case of the 41-year-old 
glamorous blonde member of the House Military Affairs Commit- 
tee, meant yesterday a visit to an armored infantry company in 


reserve and an artillery battery 
in firing position. Both were|30 minutes almost without inter- 








about five miles behind the line 
of action but both had received a 
few harrassing enemy artillery 
rounds in the past week although 
none fell while Mrs. Luce was in the 


area. 

The indefatigable Mrs. Luce was 
up early this morning and with Lt. 
Gen. Lucian K. Truscott, Jr., the 
5th Army commander, as her guide 
she set off to go even further up 
front today. 

She wangled permission out of 
the pleasantly gruff general in a 
conversation that began with Mrs. 


Then Mrs. Luce made known 
her desire to go up “where there 
is no Christmas.” The general 
countered by asking her how she 
was at walking. Ed 

"I walk very fine,” Mrs. Luce 
replied, her eyes twinkling. When 
General Truscott still tried to dis- 
courage her she chirped up with: 
"Well, Uncle Joe took me up there” 
—referring to Gen. Joseph Stilwell 
when she visited the Burma The- 
ater early in the war. 

CO TAKES CHARGE 

The 5th Army commander, smil- 
ingly admitting defeat, said he 
would take her up front himself. 

At Co. A of an armored infantry 
battalion she was shown about by 
M-Sgt. Harry Naveley of Lebanon, 
Pa., and talked to the men without 


sO 
within hearing. Once the men had 


shaken off their awe at the sight}<p, 


of a beautiful woman they began 
to answer her questions in plain 
language overflowing with well- 
known Army beefs. 

With only an occasional naive 
slip, Mrs. Luce asked about morale, 
losses. equipment. mail, extra 
Christmas rations of beer and many 
questions which would help her be- 
come familiar with “what war is all 
about” as she put it. 

She ate dinner at a rough table 
in the kitchen tent with Sgt. Nave- 
ley a platoon leader. When she 
asked about trench feet, Naveley 
said modestly that she couldn't 
have found a better authority since 
he had been hospitalized for over 
30 days last year for the ailment 


and it was now veginning to re-|Lt 


cur. She and Naveley chatted for 
































ruption. 

Mrs. Luce was accompanied on 
her Saturday tour by a press party 
of three—cameramen Sam Gold- 
stein, Life artist David Fredenthal 
and this reporter, while she was 
well aware of the camera and the 
note book she went right on talking 
to GIs even when there was no one 
around to record it. At the 94th 
Evacuation hospital on her way 
back she sat on the bedside of a 
patient almost forgotten while her 
y listened to Christmas carols 

sung in the other end of the 


She made two impromptu stops 
enroute once at the 9lst Rear CP 
and then at a field artillery bat- 
talion’s battery B where her ap- 
pearance was a complete surprise 
and there had been no policing up 
before hand. 


SHE LIKES TO TALK 

Mrs. Luce talked at some length 
with the following GIs: Pvt. Wing 
Wong of San Francisco, one of 
General Truscott’s cooks; Pvt. An- 
thony Prokopowicz of Brooklyn and 
Pvt. Andrew Telepchak of Bridge- 
port, Conn., on puptent sleeping 
accommodations; Pfc. Harry Ku- 
charski of Throop, Penn., on sleep- 
ing bags—she wondered if the Army 
couldn’t provide air mattresses; and 
Pfc. Cecil Wehmeier of Saint 
Charles, Mo., on the same subject. 

Wehmeier evoked laughter from 
Mrs. Luce with the blunt Missouri 
pessimism that he didn’t think the 
Army would provide them air. mat- 
tresses and even if they did who 
og carry them "for us dough- 

_ 

She also talked to Pfc. Hiram 
Ruth of Medford, Ore., on salmon 
fishing and chatted on various sub- 
jects with Pfc. James Russell of 
Glens Falls, N. Y., and Pvt. Clark 
Cook of Atlanta, Ga. At the hospital 
e@ was accompanied around the 
wards by the unit’s commanding 
officer, Col. Lee R. Pierce of White 
Plains, N. Y. While there she talked 


Santa’s costume, Pfc. 
Primo M. Scvu*2llaro, alsc of Newark. 

Bundled in the latest GI winter 
equipment, wearing a knit cap 
"Ernie Pyle Style,” and zipped 
a sleeping bag while riding in the 
, Mrs. Luce was indeed a prim 
cute C Eve package and 
she was often recognized GIs 


General Trusco‘t’s driver, M-Set. 
Louis Barna of Cleveland, Ohio, and 
escorted by the general’s junior 
aide, Maj. J. M. Wilson, Jr., with 
A. A. Goldstein of Brooklyn 


-thealth and to the 


Thunderbolts Destroy 
15 Planes On Ground 


MAAF HEADQUARTERS, Dec. 
25—P-47 Thunderbolts caught the 
Luftwaffe with its flaps down yes- 
terday, destroying 15 enemy air- 
craft and damaging two others on 
the ground in an attack on a Ger- 
man airdrome in northern Italy. 

Bad weather curtailed Mediter- 
ranean air operations yesterday, 
with only the Tactical Air Force 
reaping big dividends from their 
74 Sunday sorties. 

Tt was Thunderbolts of the same 
veteran group that destroyed 11 
German planes on the ground 
Saturday, that strafed and bombed 
a new enemy fighter strip north- 
east of Vicenza. 

Ten ME-109s were destroyed at 
the southeast end of the runway 
and five camouflaged single 
engined fighters were destroyed at 
the east end. Two ME-109s were 
damaged on the taxi strip. 


Italian Envov To London 
In Rome For Interviews 


ROME, Dec 25—The Italian Am- 
dor to Great Britain, Niccolo 
arandini, arrived here from Lon- 
don for interviews with the Prime 
— and other cabinet mem- 

TS. 

He stated that his mission to 
London is developing normally and 
that he has everywhere found 
"good will in collaboration.” He 
added that all serious difficulties 
are being met in a spirit of friend- 
liness. 




















en 


Philippines Celebrate 
First Free Christmas 


—_— 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 25—Ciy- 
fiians on Leyte and Samar in the 
Philippines celebrated Christmas 
with traditional family gatherings 


today for the first time in three 
years. U. 8. officers and men, 
who, toge 


patriots, made 
tivities by their liberation of the 
islands, were guests in Filipino 


homes. 

Highlights of the holiday sea- 
gon were the high masses cele- 
brated in Catholic churches. In 
the newly-opened chapel in the 
Palms at Tacloban, both Protes- 
pon | and Catholic services were 

e 

The sermons accompanying the 
Solemn High Mass of the Nativity 
on Christmas Eve was deli 








sung by a united choir of Cath- 
olics and Protestants. 


Full Nazi Strength 
Believed Held Back 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 25 (ANS)— 
Germany is withholding her ulti- 
mate total strength from the 
breakthrough battle of the western 
front until the German High Com- 
mand can determine prospects for 
a truly major victory, military men 
here reported today. 

The probable German idea of 
such a victory would be the trap- 
ping and destruction of two or three 
Allied armies cut off from the rest 
of the forces in France, they said, 
according to the Associated Press. 

The Nazi offensive despite its 
initial swift progress has not 
reached the point where the Ger- 
man High Command can make de- 
termination, the Associated Press 
commented. 

One military expert said that in 
view of the early suecess of the 
breakthrough the enemy should 
have. progressed farther than the 
30-odd miles he is known to have 
advanced since last Saturday. 
There is, however, no inclination to 
turn away from the facf the situa- 
tion continues grave. 

The enemy by no means has 
committed his utmost strength to 
the breakthrough. Military stu- 
dents here say reinforcements, 
both men and armor, exist. These 
may come from more or less dor- 
mant sections of less active areas, 
including the central Russian 
front. The Russians, however, have 
assured her Allies that a winter 
offensive is coming. This assurance. 
it was learned, was not the result 
of a new and direct plea because 
of the menace of the German 
breakthrough. It was given by Mos- 
cow sometime before the Nazis 
smashed out in their offensive. 


Trib In Paris 

PARIS, Dec. 25 (AP) — The 
European edition of the New York 
Herald Tribune resumed publica- 
tion today after a lapse of four 
and a half years. The newspaper 
published throughout the last 
World War, but suspended in this 
war just before the Germans en- 
tered Paris, preferring to go tem- 
porarily out of existence, rather 
than print under Nazi occupation. 











A. Hitler, Unfortunately, 
Spends Healthy Holiday 


LONDON, Dec. 25 (UP)—Paul 
Joseph Goebbels, German Propa- 
ganda Minister, broadcasting today 
over all the German radio network 
Stations, asserted to the nation 
that Adolf Hitler is "in the best of 
health and, as always, is imbued 
with the highest spiritual] energy.” 

The Propaganda Minister, in a 
speech lasting half an hour, de- 
voted his remarks chiefly to Hitler’s 
resurgence of 
Marshal Gerd von Rundstedt’s 
army on the western front. 

Goebbels said: "Our people, in 
this solemn hour, will stand like a 
wall around the Fuehrer. Just as I 
convey the people’s wishes to him, 
I have to convey his wishes to the 
German people, 

"In spirit he is with every one 
who in this hour bears with pride 
and dignity the hard trials of this 
war. 

"All his thoughts center around 
his people by day and in his sleep- 
less nights. 





heading her MP escort. 


cious agitation, describe him as 
sick, it is only wishful thinking. 

"The world will learn in 
time what he has to say. The world 
in fact, in these days, is learning 
pers than what may be welcome 
to it.” 

Goebbels continued: “Hitler is 
looking forward to the further de- 
velopments of this war with un- 
shakeable faith and firmness. 

“The victory of our arms is based 
on his unrelenting determination 
never to falter, never to submit to 


the enemy, to take advantage of}. 


every opportunity to deal blows to 
him and to bl y trust his people 
who in these wild and tormented 
times have remained his most faith- 
ful allies. 

"Never have I seen the Fuehrer 
so full of plans and ideas for the 
future as in these last weeks before 
our new western offensive was 


launched when our enemies had| pe 


once more made vain attempts to 
drive a wedge between him and 
his people. He will not fail to hit 





“If our enemies, in their menda- 


back at them in the future.” 


Former Nazi General 
Tells Why He Joined 
Anfi-Nazi Committee 


By Cpl. PETER FURST 
Staff Correspondent 

ROME, Dec. 25—Maj. Gen: von 
Bogen, a veteran German infantry 
commander captured by the Red 
Army, last night explained to the 
German people and army his rea- 
sons for joining the p of. 50 
German generals who ned the 
anti-Hitler declaration of the 
"Free German Committee” in Mos- 
cow. The genecral’s address was 
monitored here. ni 

In his speech, broadcast in the 
nightly "Free Germany” program 
of the Moscow radio, General won 
Bogen appealed to the German 
Army to ae the war by overthrow- 
ing the Nazi regime. 

Declaring that he was filled with 
“admiration” for the strength and 
will power of the individual Ger- 
man soldiers now fighting on the 
western front, the general deplored 
the fact that men should have to 
die in the present senseless counter- 
offensive ordered by the Nazi re- 
gime only for propaganda pur- 
poses. Hitler, he said, knows that 
the war is lost. However far Von 
Rundstedt’s army may advance in 
Belgium and Luxembourg, Hitler 
cannot prevent certain defeat. 

Von Bogen frankly admitted that 
the decision to change sides had 
caused him much mental anguish. 
But, he stated, he had not taken 
the decision overnight. 

He told his listeners that he had 
realized that the war was lost and 
that the Nazis had driven Germany 
into certain ruin Iong before he was 
taken prisoner by the Red Army. 

He explained that one reason why 
so many generals decided to fight 
on despite this realization was that, 
as ardent patriots, they felt they 
must try to salvage as much as pos- 
sible after the Nazi regime had 
plunged the country into such a 
disastrous war. 

Until his capture, however, he 
stated, he had believed—like thou- 
sands of others in and out of the 
German Army—Nazi lies about the 
"spectre of Bolshevism.” Until he 
himself was taken to a prison camp, 
Von Bogen said, he was convinced 
that German prisoners in the So- 
viet Union were being murdered 
ruthlessly. 

He said he could assure the Ger- 
man, Army that the hundreds of 
thousands of their comrades in So- 
viet hands were being treated well 
and that he had heard from many 
friends and colleagues whom he 
had firmly believed to be dead. 

But, Von Bogen went on to say, 
even though he had at first been 
persuaded by intensive Nazi propa- 
ganda to distrust the Russians, he 
had never believed that men like 
Field Marshal Friedrich von Paulus 
and General Walter von Seydlitz, 
both captured at Stalingrad, 
could be “traitors.” 

When he met them face to face, 
Von Bogen said, he realized how 
wrong Nazi propaganda had been. 
These two leaders of the Free Ger- 
man Committee were not traitors, 
he stated, but great patriots. who 
knew that the war was irrevoc- 
ablv lost, that the Nazi party was 
to blame for both the war and the 
defeat. and that it must end now if 
= eae of Germany was to sur- 
vive. 


CIN Head Uraes Labor 
To Guard Allied Coalition 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 25—An ar- 
ticle by Pnilip Murray, president of 
the Congress of Industrial Organi- 
zations. which appeared in a re- 
cent issue of the Soviet trade union 





good| newspaper. War And The Work- 


ing Class, urges organized labor 
in all countries to guard the coali- 
tion of the United States. Britain, 
and Russia in the interests of a 
secure peace. 

Murray said in the article, 
shortly to be reprinted by the CIO 
News: 

"We of organized labor must 
make certain that the peace lasts 
. . We must make certain that 
the German industrialists and 
Junkers are not allowed, through 
their business and social contacts 
in victorious nations. to renew their 
drive for world conquest. The 
agony of those who suffered under 
Nazi tyranny must steel our de- 
termination to build a world whose 
citizens can live and work in 
ace ” 

Murray added that trade unions 
“displayed great vitality and as- 





sumed the leadership in resisting 
the enemy” in occupied ar 
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HOW IT IS IN KANSAS 


The big cornfields of Kansas, like most of the midwest last week, lay under a burden of snow. 

But with a spurt of warmth in the central section of the state, the snows melted, and the floods 

came across the rich farmlands. Then cold came again, to turn the fields into lakes of ice. The 
barren cornshocks here are decorated with icy skirts. 
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Senators Seek 


Of All In Peace Problems 


Cooperation 





WASHINGTON, Dec. 25 (ANS)—Senators Joseph H. Ball (R. 
Minn.), and Carl A. Hatch (D., N. M.), called for ”a supreme effort’ 


today to solve diplomatic problems in Europe. 


They made their appeal shortly after conferring with Presi- 
dent Roosevelt at the White House. In a statement penciled out at 
the news conference the two senators said after an hour’s talk 
with the President of the whole field of foreign affairs, "We are 


au 


v 


more strongly convinced than 
ever of the gravity of the inter- 
national situation; particularly, 
as it relates to future cooperation 
to maintain peace. 

"There is no easy sclution in sight 
of the difficult problems and re- 
sponsibilities facing the United Na- 
tions, particularly the United 
States, Britain and Russia.” 

The two senators said "so much 
is at stake we believe the country 
must make a supreme effort to 
solve immediate problems in which 
we must have the cooperation of our 
Allies.” 

Both senators previously had ex- 
pressed disappointment at what 
they interpreted as unilateral at- 
tempts to settle such problems as 
postwar boundaries of Poland. Both 
have said such questions should be 
left to final determination by the 
proposed international security or- 
ganization. 


PRESIDENTIAL POWER 


Asked how action might be taken, 
Hatch said it is obvious the power 
of negotiation lies with the Presi- 
dent. While they did not say so it 
was assumed the two senators urged 
Roosevelt to seek an early meeting 
with Prime Minister Churchill and 
Premier Stalin. 

Churchill has said the three 
should meet soon. The two senators 
told the President it was under- 
stood that an interim organization 
is needed to handle the problems 
of liberated nations, pending for- 
mulation of security mechanism 
proposed at Dumbarton Oaks. 

It has been three months since 
the plan was made public and 
Chairman Tom Connally (D., 
Texas), of the Senate Foreign Re- 
lations Committee, it was un- 
likely the Senate would receive it 
for ratification before May. 

Both Ball, who supported Roose- 
velt in the last election, and Hatch 
denounced the present trend of 
events in Europe which they said 
was crystalizing into the old pat- 
tern of power politics. 

"It would be futile,” Ball said, 
"to impose the Dumbarton Oaks 
organization on top of the pattern 
how prevailing in the world. Spe- 
cific instances such as Greece are 
not so disturbing in themselves as 
the fact such incidents arise out of 
unilateral action.” 

Recent political events in Greece, 
Ttaly, Poland and northwestern 
European countries have revived 
unofficial demands that the major 
allies form some sort of group com- 
Parable to the combined chiefs of 
staff to act on political problems, 
but this has to await the Big Three 


Fed Up 


PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 25 (ANS) 
—Three bundles of undelivered 
mail — about 1,000 letters — were 
found in an alley today. Detective 
William Stone figured a temporary 
Postal employe was fed up deliver- 
ing Christmas cards, discarded the 











Anonymous Political 
Statements Outlawed 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 25 (ANS) 
President Roosevelt over the 
weekend signed legislation out- 
lawing anonymous political state- 
ments relating to any candidate 
for Federal office. 

The measure makes it a crim- 
inal offense for any "person, 
association, organization, com- 
mittee or corporation” to publish 
or distribute a political statement 
regarding such a candidate unless 
it bears the names of the persons 
responsible for the publication. 
The maximum penalty ‘is a year 
eeeteenans and 1,000-dollar 

ne. 








meeting, which appears now to have 
been postponed at least until after 
the President’s inauguration .on 
January 20. 

Ball, answering constituents whe 
wrote expressions of concern, sent 
home a form letter saying that 
while the Allies could not tolerate 
armed rebellion in liberated areas, 
he was convinced "unilateral de- 
cisions and actions taken by Britain 
and Russia in eastern and western 
Europe are profoundly wrong and 
are harmful to the hope of a just 
ard peaceful world.” 


ORGANIZATION BIG NEED 


Hatch said he was more impressed 
than ever with what he termed the 
necessity of organizing the United 
Nations at once into an association 
capable of making some sort of 
decisions which he feared are being 
reached by Russia and Britain act- 
ing independently. 

Although they declined to discuss 
the details it was apparent Roose- 
velt had taken them behind the 
scenes of the troubled international 
situation, illustrated by Churchill’s 
recent disclosure Britain and Russia 
had discussed proposals for revision 
of Polish boundaries. 


Berle Slated For Post 
As Ambassador To Brazil 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 25 (ANS)— 
Adolf A. Berle is slated for ap- 
pointment as Ambassador to Bra- 
zil, the Associated Press said to- 
day, adding that it had learned 
authoritatively that Berle has re- 
signed as Assistant Secretary of 
State in the recent departmental 
shakeup. 

The Brazilian post is considered 
of extreme importance in view of 
the difficult relations with Argen- 
tina. Brazil is felt to be one of the 
main warks against Nazi influ- 





mail and went home. 


ence in South America. 


Holiday Travel Jam 
May Crack Records 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25 (ANS)— 
Christmas travel was taxing trans- 
portation facilities to the limit 
throughout the nation. The jam 





Pretty two-year-old Linda La- 


ham, just about enough te 
toddle into a New York depart- 
ment store under her own power 
—with a little help from her 
mether’s hand—gazed intently at 
the store’s Santa Claus. After a 


! 


lain: 
Linda has a keen ear for family 
conversations. 
—— , 


An Expert Explains... 
Francis A. Yost who had escaped 
from the Allegheny County jail in 
1935 turned in a thesis to police 
authorities. In it he explained how 
he had escaped and showed the 
number of different ways prisoners 





at New York threatened to break 
all records while in the nation’s 


as "twice as bad as last year.” 

All facilities were swamped at 
Chicago, and Kansas City’s Union 
Station reported "scarcely standing 
room.” 

Civilians who ignored the Gov- 
ernment’s pleas to give up unnec- 
essary trips added to the task of 
handling hundreds of thousands of 
servicemen home on holiday fur- 
loughs. 

Transportation officials at New 
York said the ratio of civilian 
travelers to servicemen was about 
50-50. 

Men and women of the armed 
forces received special attention but 
five enlisted men, personal emis- 
saries of General Dwight D. Eisen- 
hower, who held military airline 
priorities from London to Kansas 
City, had to ride in the baggage car 
from Kansas City to Parsons, Kans. 
Because of the crowds they failed to 
get on the train before the doors 
were locked. MPs provided baggage 
car space in Chicago. 

Extra police were on duty at all 
terminals. Officials of the Union 
Pacific Railroad at Omaha said 
they were taxed to capacity but 
"so far we are able to meet de- 
mands.” In Los Angeles railroad 
travel was only slightly worse than 
usual. 

An indication of the mass of 
humanity flowing through New 
York’s Grand Central station was 
given by Assistant Station Master 
James Mahoney, who said 20,000 
persons were inside the station at 
6 PM Saturday. 

Another beehive of activity was 
the New York Port of Embarka- 
tion where hundreds of soldiers— 
the battles of Europe only a few 
days behind—were being cleared for 
—? furloughs as fast as pos- 
sipie. 


One Of First Negro Air 
Officers Killed In Action 


NASHVILLE, Tenn., Dec. 25 
(ANS)—Capt. William J. Faulkner, 
Jr., 25, one of the first negroes to 
receive a commission in the Army 
Air Forces, was killed in action 
over Austria Nov. 7, the War De- 
 -—hgeaaaeed informed his parents to- 

ay. 

The son of Dr. W. J. Faulkner, ; 
dean of Fisk University here, and, 
Mrs. Faulkner, the young officer | 
had completed 56 missions as a 
fighter pilot and had been awarded 
the Air Medal with four Oak Leaf 
Clusters. A graduate of Morehouse 
College, Atlanta, he was employed 
at Lockheed-Vega Aircraft Corp., 
in Los Angeles prior to entering the 
service in August, 1942. 

The message from Maj. Gen. 





officer of the 15th Air Force, said: 





capital the situation was described) 


sleepless nights, because the Frances 
Nathan F. Twining, comrhanding|/champagne. The query was passed 
"His record compares favorably/sion to the ship builder t6 the ship 





could get out of the same jail. He 
himself had done the trick by slid- 
ing through tunnels to the court- 
house and walking away. Judge 
Henry Ellenbogen who received the 
report, said that Yost had included 
some very useful information. Then 
the judge sentenced the expert to 
ten to 23 months imprisonment on 
charges of grand larceny and an- 
nounced that if Yost looked for 
weak spots in the jail and pointed 
them out to the warden, he would 
be given some leniency. 


° ° 
Chromium Indigestion... 

At the request of the Society 
of Automotive Engineers, The 
New York Times asked readers 
for suggestions on postwar Cars. 
Almost eight out of every 10 an- 
swers asked that less attention be 
paid to making the cars prettier 
and more concentrated on mak- 
ing them more efficient and com- 
fortable. 

Chrome took a beating !n sev- 
eral letters. Said ane motorist 
of Norton, Mass.: "I am sick and 
tired of chromium, of frncy 
streamlining and gadgets.” A 
Navy lieutenant wrote from Ar- 
lington, Va.: "To t devil with 
chrome. The avera American 
doesn’t want to drive a wedding 
eake to the office every day Give 
us smeoth, attractive shapes and 
lines, but no icing, please. Use 
the cost for practical items, like 
windshield wipers, built-in de- 
frosting and other safety devices.” 

——G—— 


Good Riddance... 

The Maritime Commission 
thought it would make the Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union very 
happy by naming a ship for the 
feminine reformer, Frances E. Wil- 
lard. No sooner had the draft been 
launched, however, than WCTU of- 
ficials inquired sternly: ’"Was_ the 
Frances E. Willard christened YWéh 





champagne?” That caused some 


E. Willard WAS christened with 


along from the Maritime Commis- 
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which had the answer. Yes, it was 
true, said the PRO, the ship was 

tened with champagne. But 
3,000 other wartime ships had been 
set afloat with the bubbly stuff and 
what better use could the ladies 
suggest for champagne? 

—— 


Holy Matrimony ... 
After of 


because, as 
Superior Court, he awakened her 
at 2 AM to preach sermons and 
read to her from the Bible. He fur- 
ther refused to let her read news- 
peows and insisted that her read- 
ing be restricted to the Bible. 
—oQ— 


Colleges, Inc... . 

The Carnegie Institute is granting 
less and less money to American 
colleges out of its 32,000,000-dollar 
endowment, the largest in the coun- 
try, if not in the world. This year it 
presented to colleges only 58,00% dol- 
lars out of the donated total of 
5,890,215 dollars. The reason—col- 
leges go in for big business now. 
Many own oil wells, country estates, 
act as lodging nouse keepers and 
public amusement centers and run 
bookstores with haberdashery shops 
on the side. The institute’s report 
pointed out that the University of 
Chicago controls the Encyclopedia 
Britannica and the educational 
films of the Eastman Kodak Co. 

If the institute made every one 
of its grants to colleges, says the 
report, the grants would equal just 
one-140th of the colleges’ total in- 
come. 

——9-———= 


Hair Stands Up... 

One hundred women, aged 16 to 
60, were asked by This Week 
Magazine whether they liked their 
men with hairy chests or with 
the l xirless kind. Thirteen per- 
cent preferred men with hair on 
the chests, 63 percent liked them 
smooth-chested, 24 yercent were 
undecided. Most of the 63 percent 
answers came from girls who 
thought hairless - chested men 





were nicer to look at. One of the 
13 percenters, however, declared: 
"Men with hair on their chest... 
don’t catch cold so fast. My firsi 
husband had no hair and died of 
pneumonia. No insurance, either.” 


—————— 


They Shall Be Heard... 

A panel of ten New York children, 
nine to 13 years old, last week at- 
tended a forum discussion on "Na- 
tional Unity” sponsored by The New 
York Times. An audience of 500, all 
in the same age group, listened to 
them. They discussed current prob- 
lems in American foreign policy, 
State Department shakeups, educa- 
tion, labor and postwar employ- 
ment. To achieve national unity in 
the winning of the peace, the par- 
ticipators agreed tha. the United 
States should pursue a definite 
foreign policy. But one youthful girl 
in the audience found a ”threat” to 
this national unity in the "State 
Department shakeup” in which she 
could not agree with certain ap- 


pointments. 
On the problem of education, one 
panel member, Janet, suggested 


that "one way to get rid of preju- 
dice is by education—first by edu- 
cating the teacher.” Her col’sague 
Robert, added that "it’s important, 
too, for the church to teach toler- 
ance because it alsc has a strong 
influence on children.” A youngster 
in the audience rose to say that 
according to Karl Marx "education 
cannot cure the strife between the 
proletariat and the bo rgeoisie.’ 
The ten young panel members had 
been chosen to sit on the rostrum 
by their classmates from_ public, 








with those of our finest airmen.” 


builder’s public relations office 


private and parochial schools in the 
city. 





= 


= Sa 
SRA EIR CRTs LS RR 





SR A: ae 


a sO DE RSS cme eee ah eae cee ee 


beer ce 


PRISE 2 


Page 4 


THE STARS AND STRIPES 


Tuesday, December 26, 1944 





THE STARS AND STRIPES (Mediterranean) 


Daily newspaper of the U. S. Armed Forces published Mondays through 
Saturdays for troops in Italy under the auspices of the Information and 
Education Section, MTOUSA. 

Office: 152 Via de] Tritone in the Il Messaggero building, Rome. Tele- 
phones: Publication Officer. 478536; Executive Officer, 478110; Editorial, 478295; 
Sports, 478996: Circulation, 478640; Night Phone, 478295. 

Ackrowledgment ts made of the editorial services supplied by the United 
Nations News Service and the Army News Service. 

The Stars and Stripes is printed at the plant of I) Messaggero, 152 Via 


del Tritone, Rome 
For The Record 


Rep. Clare Boothe Luce, member of the House Military Affairs 
Committee, was the speaker at a forum attended by several hun- 
dred Allied officers and enlisted men, most of them Americans, at 








the Red Cross Officers’ Club in Rome Friday night. For two hours ont 


she spoke, answered questions and asked questions. It was an ex- 
citing meeting, as Mrs. Luce and her audience agreed. 

We regret that we cannot carry details of the discussion. The 
reason we can’t is that the visiting Congresswoman’s remarks were 
declared "off the record.” 

The Red Cross officials, who have organized these stimulating 


Friday night sessions, insisted that they were made possible with|,, 


important speakers only because they were always "off the record.” 
There is no question that any meeting in which topics having the 
remotest connection with military security or even military policy 
are involved shduld be "off the record.” But Rep. Luce’s discussion 
had no relation to military security. It was largely political, it was 
very controversial and it was certainly provocative. It concerned 
the postwar world; it concerned American institutions and the 
directions in which they are heading; it concerned Jefferson as 
we as the current holder of our highest office, Franklin D: Roose- 
véelt. 

Mrs. Luce dished out criticism and received it in return from 
an alert. enthusiastic audience. There was no question but that 
the Congresswoman and her listeners were stimulated by the dis- 
cussion. Questions that concern Americans and our Allies were dis- 
cussed There was an exchange of views from which everyone 
seemed to benefit. It is doubly regrettable that the servicemen and 
women who were not there cannot share in the benefits of such a 
discussion. 

No one vould question Rep. Luce’s right to lead such a dis- 
cussion. But the wisdom o* holding such a discussion and then 
keeping it "off the record” may certainly be questioned. 






























TWENTY-SECOND TAC HEAD- 
QUARTERS, Dec. 25—With all due 
respect for air force press relations 
—their eye for publicity is sharper 
than any other branch of the Army 
—they have occasionally been guilty 
in their releases of pat and corny 
quotes, dog-eared cliches and rosy 


ptimism. 

One of the more famous descrip- 
tive phrases concerns one of the 
first raids on Haly. A returning 
flyer was quoted in the air force 
release :- saying ”. . . 

stamped our burning imprint on 
the heel of the Axis’ burning car- 
ass.” 


Every raid used to leave flames 
which can be seen for hundreds of 
miles and the targets were always 
smashed, at least in the press re- 
leases. Quotes like "we sure laid 
our eggs in the basket today” 
seemed to flow from the mouths 
of every navigator, while "there was 
plenty of flying lead in the sky 
today” came from every gunner, but 
as the war progressed the air force 
press agents were among the first 
to recognize the trend toward more 
honest ar~-*-*ical reporting. 


New Order... 


"Now for instance take a look at 
this handout” said Sgt. Ralph Fair- 
child, the 22nd TAC publicity man 
working under Capt. John Callahan 
of San Jose, Calif. With the same 
enthusiasm which he once put into 
"blowing up” a _ story, now he 
pointed out with pride the "tem- 











'++MAIL CALL-~| 


Think Twice 


Dear Editor: 
Last week, I drove through Cas- 











Up From Teheran 


Dear Editor: 
The Moscow-Cairo-Teheran con- 


sino for the first time. The follow- 
ing resolution suggested itself for 
adoption by the United Nations 
security organization: 

"RESOLVED: 

”"That the town of Cassino, Italy, 
and its environs, be deeded in per- 
petuity to the United Nations; and 

”That a suitable edifice be erected 
on the site of Monte Cassino to 
serve as a seat for the deliberations 
of the United Nations security or- 
ganization. this structure to com- 
mand a view of the town below; and 

"That the remains of Cassino 
shall be left untouched in their 
present state for all time, as a 
monument to war.” 

Such an arrangement might make 
delegates think twice. 

—David N. Leff 


The Expected 


Dear Editor: 

From an article in September's 
Reader's Digest: "Q. Shouldn’t 
dratted tathers be released first 
when the war is over? A. No. I 
think release should come accord- 
ing to their physical condition and 
length of service. Many unmarried 
men have as much at stake in re- 
turning home quickly as have the 
fathers. Many young men haven't 
had a chance to begin their lives, 
so it would not seem to me fair to 
make of the fathers a privileged 
group.” 

Or husbands! Since these fellows 
represent a group with the good 
fortune of having a wife and fam- 
ily, why in heaven’s name should 





ferences and their vital decisions 
are in jeopardy. A postwar free 
world is spotted by the shadow of 
the peoples of Greece and Belgium 
taking up arms—the same arms 
they used so valiantly against the 
German fascists. 

Can this be explained away by 
military expediency? Is it military 
expediency to saddle the liberated 
nations of Europe with the semi- 
fascists of a prewar period? Is is 
military expediency to disarm the 
fighters of fascism and exclude 
them from their own government 
councils? What will be the mdni- 
festations of such military expedi- 
ency when apvlied to the guerrilla 
fighters of Yugoslavia, in China 
and al] other nations still in the 
grasp of Fascism? 

Let us not play into Hitler's 
hands by striking our Allies and 
canceling the fruits of victory even 
before victory is won, Let us stand 
firm for the principle of Teheran— 
the principle which says, "We look 
with -confidence to the day when 
all peoples of the world may live 
free lives untouched by tyranny 
and accofding to their varying de- 
sires and their own consciences.” 
Let us not go back to "Munich," 
but go forward with Teheran. 

—Pvt. Sydney Goldberg 


Time Is Now 
Dear Editor: 


It is with great amusement and “= 


ire that I constantly am forced to 


they further be favored? Why. the|read news items which deal with the 


majority of the armed forces either 
hastily employed a mad pre-draft 
departure from celibacy, or else lit- 
erally snatched a bride on the docks. 
An even luckier group to be con- 


inability of the Italian people to 
form a sound government. The 
truth of the matter is we have 
turned the Italians over to them- 
selves at a moment when a stable 


gratulated are those who have been|hand should be at the controls. 
married some time, and who were” Italy, at the moment, is violently 
privileged further by staying out}communistic and boiling internally 


of service much longer, 
Don’t get me wrong. The single 


guys aren’t begrudging married fel-|controlling majority. 


with at least a half dozen different 
forms of government, striving for a 
It is about 


lows their wives, their money, or|time Allied officials concerned took 


their coming in last, but by all the 


time to straighten out a very can- 


sense of fairness, they do expect and/cerous condition which tends to 
believe they deserve a break in this}eat into postwar peace, for which 


Jast and most important alteration 
in their military career. 


Americans have died on Italian soil. 
Where is AMG and ‘Allied Com- 


—T-Sgt. Lawrenze W. Sawyer|mission at this point? It is appar- 


Hail Glee Club 


Dear Editor: 


ent we will turn Germany over in a 


similar manner to a pack of incom- 


petents. Unless active steps are 


taken to stabilize the present Ital- 


I wonder if there is anyone inter-/ian Government, place it in the 
ested in forming a male glee club?/hands of men capable of doing the 
I wonder if such a thing would be Job. we will have constant uprisings, 


possible? —Is 


there anyone whojriots and what have you, Italy is 


could tell me where I could write|ripe for another Mussolini. Un- 
to see if starting such an organiza-| educated as are the people of Italy, 
tion would be possible? I am sure|/what other course have they to 
that there are a lot of fellows who|follow but to devour propaganda 
are former members of such an or-|thrown at them promising a sal- 





ganization. 
-T-4 Leonard R. Brown 


vation? 


—S-Sgt. R. W. Harper 


vered” cpots in the yarn concerning 
Capt. William R. Young of Port-/ 
land, Ore., who has been flying 
combat for over three years, com- 
pleting his first duty tour of 50 
missions in an A-20, and then 
changing right over to a P-47. 

The story tells of Capt. Young’s 
last mission, a dive bombing job in 
the Venice area, before going home 
on a 30-day leave. 

The story picked up with Capt. 
You 2 speaking: 

"Over the Adriatic we spotted 
some fishing boats and just playing 
around we buzzed them and wiggled 
our wings.” 

(Fairchild smilingly recollected, 
what would have happened a year 
ago if any public relations office 
had inferred that thcre cou:i be 
moments of fun enroute to mis- 
sions.) 

"The Eyties on the boats went 

wild. I don’t know whether it was 
from fear or happiness” continued 
the captain. 
(Commented Fairchild: an hon- 
est statement even th ugh it would 
have been far better propaganda 
for the captain to be saying that 
the Italians were wild with hap- 
piness. But who cn tell at 300 miles 
ay hour?) 


Seeing Things... 


"About then people on the shore is 


started taking potshots at ..s with 
small arms. I think I saw a couple 
of Germans shooting at us with 
pistols but I won’t insist on it, even 
though we were pretty low.” The 
captain went on in the release. 
(Isn’t tha: wonderful. That really 
sounds like a flyer talking, ex- 
claimed Fairchild.) 

"The fun became work near Ven- 
ice, where Capt. Young’s flight 
bumped into the inevitable flak. 
but it didn’t stop them from putting 
two direct bomb hits on a bridge. 
with four more right on the west 
approach” the handout went on to 


4 
” 


"Ten near misses .. . 
(Ah, so not all air force bombs 
hit square on the nose, I queried. 
Of course not, said Fairchild, but 
read on.) 

” . . caused a larze explosion 
that sent brown smoke streaming 
upward to 1,500 feet and the build- 
ing, apparently a munitions store- 
house, just disappeared.” 

(You can’t beat the Air Force, 
smiled Fairchild.) 
—4J. F. 


RAF Mines Deprive Nazis 
Of Coal, Gas In Norway 


LONDON, Dec. 25 (UP)—British 
aircraft have mined thé Olso Fjord 
so effectively that the Germans in 
Norway are seriously short of coal 
and have been forced to order the 
Oslo gas works to shut down, effec- 
tive January 1, the Norwegian Gov- 
oo announced in London to- 

ay. 

German coal supplies are of a 
great importance in keeping coastal 
shipping moving and have appar- 
ently run out completely in several 
Norwegian ports and cities, and 








ships are lying idle, particularly at 
Narvik. / 
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"If you'll turn my weapons platoon loose, I’ll give ya my cooks 


on th’ line tonight.” 





15th AAF Heavies Renew 
Attacks Against Nazi Oil 





MAAF HEADQUARTERS, Dec. 
25 — The renewed and rapidly 
mounting aerial campaign from the 
Mediterranean against the Wehr- 
macht’s oil life-line has kept thé] 
better part of the 15th AAF’s heavy 
bombers busy for several weeks 
now. 

The Blechhammer, Odertal, Os- 
wiecim and Brux refineries, as well 
as lesser plants: in the southern 
reaches of German-occupied Eur- 
ope, are being hammered constantly 
in an effort to keep the Luftwaffe 
grounded and the Wehrmacht im- 
mobile. 

Germany’s recuperative capaci- 
ties, her ability to put back into 
operation so many of her previously 
bomb-battered oil facilities, has 
made the campaign against German 
oil a continuing one. 

Now that Allied air power and 
Russian victories have written off 
Ploesti as a source of Nazi oil, the 
Germans are dependent upon two 
major sources for the smooth func- 
tioning of their war machine. One 
the great synthetic industry 
based on the Reich’s own coal de- 
posits and the other is the central 
European petroleum basin. 

The loss of Ploesti and the de- 
struction of refineries in Hungary 
has cut deeply into the oil drawn 
from the latter. However, a number 
of refineries are still operating in 
this rich oil sector. These have been 
the recent objectives of the 15th’s 
heavies. 


PETROL PRIZE 


Most of these remaining facilities 
are natural petroleum refineries in 
the Vienna area and a series of 
synthetic oil plants ranging from 
Austria to Poland. 

Five of these synthetic plants are 
concentrated in the coal-rich Upper 
Silesia, two at Blechhammer and 
one at Odertal in Germany; one 
at Oswiecim in Poland; and one of 
minor importance at Moravska Os- 
trava in Czechoslovakia—all within 
range of the 15th AAF. Other oil 
installations are at Linz, Austria 
and Regensburg, Germany. 

Ihe greatest of all synthetic oil 
plants in German-controlled Eur- 
ope is at Brux in the Sudetenland. 

Most of these facilities have been 
attacked off and on by the 15th 
since it began to strike oil in the 
Spring, of 1944. Many have been 
completely knocked out and subse- 
quently repaired. 

Essentially, there are five major 
oil refineries in the 15th’s area of 
operations, producing about one- 
third of all the gasoline used by 
the German armored forces and the 
Luftwaffe. In the five-day cam- 
paign of instrument attacks begin- 
ning Dec. 16, all but some of the 
lesser refineries around Vienna were 
bombed. 

Two of the _ refineries were 
knocked out—Blechhammer north 
and south; one was probably ren- 
dered inactive—Oswiecim; one is a 
question mark—Brux; and one was 
missed—Odertal. 


tire German war machine has been 
amply illustrated here in Italy by 
our own observations and by the 
graphic descriptions by prisoners of 
a fuel-less army and air force. 

The crew of a Junkers 52 trans- 
port, which recently landed in Allied 
territory, claimed they were forced 
down because they had not been 
permitted to carry full tanks. The 
crew members disclosed that the 
Luftwaffe was disbanding units on 
less important air fields because of 
the lack of fuel. 


THE LAST STRAW 


While many of the prisoners’ ac- 
counts told of the effect of the oil 
shortage on the home front, most 
of them told of the cumulative 
strains and stresses building up in- 
side the Nazi military machine. 

However, despite these stories and 
despite optimistic reports that Ger- 
many would run out of oil by last 
October, the oil-dependent Wehr- 
macht continues to fight back as 
hard as ever. Likewise, the Luft- 
waffe, though considerably less ac- 
tive in the Mediterranean, continues 
to come up on occasion, as they did 
on Dec. 17, when approximately 150 
of them intercepted the American 
heavies. 

The air forces have learned from 
experience that you can knock a 
good oil plant out—but you can't 
keep it out. That’s why the battle 
against German oil is a never end- 
ing one—a battle which won't end 
until the last vestiges of German 
resistance are wiped out in Europe. 

—Sgt. GEORGE HAKIM 


Congressman Gives 
Trench Foot Repor! 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 25 (ANS)— 
In the last war, it was cooties—this 
time it’s trench feet that the boys 
at the front cuss most, according 
to Congressman Dr. Ivor D. Fenton 
(R., Pa.), who recently returned 
from a tour of the European battle- 
fronts with several other members 
of the House Military Affairs Com- 
mittee. 

They are not only griping about 
it, he said, but many of them are 
being laid up as casualties because 
of this affliction which affects the 
circulation of the blood. 

"In the last war, we griped about 
trench feet too, but it has actually 
become a serious problem this time, 
Dr. Fenton said. "It bothers the boys 
now a lot more than most of the 
shortages. In some serious cases, 
gangrene has even set in.” 

Dr. Fenton, who served with the 
Army Medical Corps in France om 
ing the last war, explained hors 
trench feet is a "circulatory distur ; 
ance” in which the blood does n0 
flow properly and freely to the 





The importance of oil to the en- 


capillaries of the feet. 
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History Is Made As Pope Pius XIl 
Honors Allies With First Xmas Mass 





ROME, Dec. 25—This capital, and especially Vatican City which lies within it, saw in Christ- 


By Cpl. HOWARD TAUBMAN 
Staff Correspondent 


mas early this morning in a precedent-shattering -way. 


For the first time in history a Pope publicly celebrated Christmas Mass at St. Peter’s and one 
of the greatest crowds in Roman history converged on the Vatican to take part in the observance. 

It was estimated that up to 50,000 Allied troops and Italians fought and wormed their way 
into the great nave of St. Peter’s, but two or three times that number never got beyond the Piazza 
San Pietro or the stairway leading into the main entrance of the great cathedral that Michelangelo 
and ope Julius II had begun+ 


and that other great Italian 
artists and architects had helped 
to complete. 

It was an occasion that 
mingled the resplendent pomp 
and circumstance that the church 
can marshal on a formal] and festal 
occasion with a touch of the hyster- 
ical and barbaric that a huge, un- 
regulated throng made almost in- 
evitable. 

The great assemblage began to 
make its way to St. Peter’s across 
the Tiber early in the evening on 
foot, by jeep, truck, command car 
and by buses for Italian civilians. 
It was a clear, brilliantly moonlit 
night, and the streets of Rome 


= were bathed with a silvery illumi- 


nation. 
BATHED IN LIGHT 


The main avenue leading to the 
Bernini Colonnade, the Piazza San 
Pietro and the entrance of St. 
Peter’s was alive with electric 
lighting, and spotlights played on 
the great columns.of the cathed- 
ral. Soldiers were overheard to say, 
"This is the first time I’ve been in 
a city with lights on in more than 
two years.” 

By 11 PM the nave was jam- 
packed, with crowds pushing and 
hauling to make way through the 
two big gateways that were open. 
And behind the gateway was a 
dense multitude, seething and surg- 
ing and swaying like the waves of 
an uneasy sea. 

Pope Pius XII entered the Basi- 
lica at 11:30 PM. The procession 
formed itself behind the drawn 
curtains of the Chapel of Relics. At 
11:45 the curtains were drawn. 
From a balcony perched loftily on 
one side came the voices of the 
silver trumpets playing a triumphal 
march. 

The Swiss Guard, with red plumes 
of their hats visible over the cran- 
ing heads of the crowd, led the 
procession. Then came the digni- 
taries and prelates of the Papal 
Court. Finally the Pope appeared, 
carried aloft in the gestatorial 
chair. 

The crowd began to applaud, hats 
were waved, and there were shouts 
of ’Evviva il Papa.” Pius XII gave 
the Papal benediction as his pro- 
cession moved down the basilica. 

When he arrived at the central 
altar under the magnificent Ber- 





=|who saw the Pope and heard either 





Il Papa’s Collegiate 
Visit Is New Idea 

ROME, Dec. 25 — The Pope 
broke precedent once again this 
morning when he left Vatican 
City to participate in the distri- 
bution of gift packages to almost 
2,500 children at the Pontifical 
Gregorian College. This was the 
first time that His Holiness left 
the Vatican since the arrival of 
the Allies in Rome. 

Pius XII told the children that 
today "away from your homes 
which are perhaps destroyed, you 
understand better what must 
have been the nativity of Jesus, 
the most destitute of all children.” 
After addressing the children and 
their parents, the Pope person- 
ally distributed gifts. 











nini bronze canopy, the Pope put 
on the golden chasuble and cele- 
brated low mass. There was an 
accompaniment of motets sung by 
the world-famous Sistine Choir and 
of Christmas songs sung by Allied 
soldiers in their own languages. 


PAPAL COMMUNION 


At the end of the first mass, Pius 
XII himself distributed Holy Com- 
munion to several hundred persons 
assembled near the altar where 
seats had been reserved for diplo- 
nats, members of the Roman no- 
bility, Allied officers and members 
of the Italian Government. Among 
this group were fhe German and 
Japanese Ambassadors to the Vat- 
ican. The wife of the Japanese 
envoy received communion from 
the Pope. 

The Pope began to celebrate a 
second low mass at a quarter of 
one, It lasted for 30 minutes. Then 
Pius XII resumed his seat in the 
gestatorial chair, and the proces- 
sion returned the length of the bas- 
ilica, with the Pope giving his 
benediction to the throng. 

During the two Masses resource- 
ful soldiers climbed up to the bases 
of huge statues at the foot of the 
four enormous pillars that support 
the Michelangelo dome. 





But for every soldier and civilian 





of the Masses, there were three or 
four others who did not even see 
the inside of St. Peter’s. And some 
of those who got in had to be helped 
out; a few, who fainted from the 
congestion or were hurt by the 
pushing, were carried out. 

There were touching and amus- 
ing things to be seen and heard 
as the immense crowd, which was 
good-natured, swirled aimlessly. 
Women and children screamed as 
they were bruised and stepped on. 
Families became separated and 
shrieked instructions at each other. 
Little, old ladies caught in the tide 
found themselves shielded by an 
improvised wall of Allied soldiers. 


LITTLE OLD LADY 


One little lady inside the church 
struggled to keep her black veil 
over her head, but the jostling kept 
pulling it off. "Dio mio,” she said, 
"I must keep covered.” 

In one corner of the cathedral 
there was a sudden scurrying, and 
high pitched voices demanded a 
passage. People looked down and 
saw a group of little shavers, choir- 
boys, fighting their way at what 
seemed floor level. | 

Outside the cathedral, after the 
Mass, soldiers and civilians told 
their friends of their adventures. 
One lieutenant pushed his way 
through the crowd and told his 
pals triumphantly, "I made it to 
the altar!” 

Another soldier said, "I never 
thought I’d live to say it, but dam- 
mit if I don’t wish we had some 
MPs to handle this crowd!” 








While throngs jammed the 
enormity of St. Peter’s, Pope 
Pius XII celebrated a simple 
low Mass (top left) at mid- 
night on Christmas Eve _ be- 
fore the massive main altar of 
the historic cathedral. At 
right, His Holiness is carried 
into the Basilica, blessing the 
faithful in the packed church. 
The Pope, himself, adminis- 
tered Holy Communion to 
many of the diplomatic corps 
in attendance. Some of the es- 
timated 50,000 persons inside 
the cathedral are pictured in 
the brilliant long view at bot- 
tom. (PWB Photos by Coffman, 
Barnaba and ghrend) 
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ITERRY (Courtesy Chi. Trib.-New York News Syndicate, Inc., distributed thru CNS} By CANIFF 














I KNEW HOW COPE 

WITH THE JUNGLE — BUT 

CIVILIZATION FRIGHTENS 
ME... BIRMA KNEW SO * 
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& The first civilian airline to func- 
ey tion in Britain since the outbreak 
be of war offers a three-and-a-half- 
hour round trip to London for 52 
dollars. 

—_—Oo——- 


President Carter Davidson of 
Knox College, Ill., has announced 
that any returning wax,veteran will 
fH be eligible for edmisdion to Knox 
Ets under the vocational rehabilitation 
, bill, whether or not he has com- 
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bit pleted the regular college entrance 
ay uirements, if he passes an apti- 
ie 








test. 
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Melvin M. Johnson, Jr., of the 
well-known arms designing and 
manufacturing concern, has ob- 
tained a patent on a shoulder 
mortar that can fire regular mor- 
tar ammunition with very little 
1G recoil. 

Lit —o—— 
: ze -_ oom at — . . of ’ Ca S< 
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Under the GI Bill of Right, | MOON MULLINS (Courtesy Chi. Trib.-New York News Syndicate, Inc., distributed thru CNS) By WILLARD we 
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In the month of October, 69,899 
prisoners of war working on pri- 
vate contract earned approximately 
ne 4,000,000 dollars for the Treasury of 
" the United States. The contractor 
is required to pay out the same 
wage rate that he would pay for 
free civilian labor. Eighty cents a 
day of this goes to the prisoner in 
the form of canteen script; the rest 
goes to the Treasury, The PWs 
helped in the harvesting of peanuts, 

, beets and tomatoes. They 
picked cotton, citrus fruits and vege- 
tables, worked in potato fields and 
cut sugar cane. 


RADIO PROGRAM 


AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY 
STATION 
65 K ROME 432 M 
Tuesday, Dec. 26 
HIGHLIGHTS 
6:30—Reveille Roundup—News 
11:00—Roman Holiday 
12!30—News ’ ; 
1:00—Shining Hour 
2:00—BBC News 
2:10—Songs by Ginny Simms 
3:15—Concert Hall of the Air 
5:00—Great Gildersleeve 
na 6:00—News—Melody Hour 
: y 7:00—News 
7:30—Human Adventure 
8:00—Barracks Bag (Requests) 
9:00—Fanny Brice 
10:00—Fibber McGee and Molly 
11:00—News From The States 
11:30—Sign Off 
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MISS NINA 
1S WHAT 

THEY CALL 
ME AROUND 
HERE. 


NINA! 1 USED TO THINK THAT WAS A 
SWELL NAME. BUT | HAD A GI BUDDY 
OVER THERE THAT HAD A NINA BACK 
HOME. AN’ THAT'S WHAT | HEARD FROM /2 
MORNIN’ TILL NIGHT = NINA, NINA, NINA! 
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HURT YOU, SERGEANT BLONEY, 
WHEN YOU FILL THESE NICE 

YOUNG ROOKIES UP WITH ALL 
THAT EXAGGERATED HOOEY? 




















IS NOT 
EXAGGERATED, 
MISS~MISS— 
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Bowl Grid Teams 


Primed 


For Jan. 1 





NEW YORK, Dec. 25—With less 
than a week remaining before the 
opening whistle, here's how the 
bowl games throughout the states 
shape up: 

ROSE BOWL: The 30th annual 
Rose Bowl game pits Southern Cali- 
fornia, the Pacific Coast conference 
champions, the undefeated 
and once tied Tennessee Volunteers. 
Except for All- . Trojan 
tackle John Ferraro, practically no 
other Southern California or Ten- 
nessee player received nation-wide 
mention. The dope says a runaway 
for Southern Cal, but the Vols took, 
among others, 13 backs to Pasadena. 


You can expect this Rose Bowl af- | by 


fair to be closer than generally fig- 
ured. Tennessee is unbeaten in 
seven games, tied by Alabama. The 
Trojans won seven, but were tied 
by California and UCLA, who were 
swamped by Southern Cal in return 
games. 

SUGAR BOWL: Duke’s Whiz 
Kids of the gridiron staged one of 
the season’s greatest comebacks to 
receive an invitation to play Ala- 
bama’s Crimson Tide in the Sugar 
Bowl at New Orleans. The hustling 
young Blue Devils dropped four 
consecutive games after opening 
with a victory over Richmond, but 
bounced back to sweep their last 
four contests. 

Tabbed the Whiz Kids of the 
gridiron because of their speed and 
wide-open style of play, the Blue 
Devils think they should have lost 
only two games—to Penn and Army. 
Alabama, tied by Tennessee and 
upset by Georgia, has a wealth of 
hard-hitting backs and should nose 
out Tom Davis and company in a 
thriller. 

ORANGE BOWL: In Georgia 
Tech and Tulsa, the Orange Bowl 
has two wide open offensive teams 
which should give the customers 
the best show possible. Tech blasted 
through five straight opponents be- 
fore running into a Duke team that 
started late and finished like a 
whirlwind. The Yellowjackets then 
won two more before running into 
Notre Dame when the Irish were 
on the rebound from that Army 
pasting. 

Tulsa was more effective offen- 
sively than Tech, but the Golden 
Hurricane also wound up with two 


Pro Footballers Set 
Five Negative Marks 


CHICAGO, Dec. 25 (ANS)—There 
were six new records set in the 
National Football League this sea- 
son and five of them were of the 
negative variety. 

The only legitimate record the 
boys had to go out.and battle for 
was achieved by Sammy Bauerh 
and Frankie Filchock, the Red- 
skins’ depdilv passing combination. 
Flippin’ Prankie and Slingin’ Sam 
completed 170 nasses ‘in 298 tries for 
a record of 568, 21 points better 
than the Redskins’ old mark set 
last year 

The Chieazo Bears hung up two’ 
records which your grandmother 
could have broken if she had heen 
in the learue. They were penalized 
121 times to shatter their old mark 
of 99 and those penalties totaled 
1,025 yards against 905 set in 1942. 


The Chicago Cardinals-Pitts- 
burgh Steeler combination, along 
with failing to win a single game. 
set a record of 41 passes completed 
to opposing receivers. The previous 
hich for heving passes intercepted 
was 29, estehlished last yeai by the 
Cardinals with no assistance from 
the Steelers, 

Philadelohia’s surprising Eagles. 
who battled right down to the 
final day for the Eastern Division 
title, set a record for failing to re- 
cover opponents’ fumbles. They 





grabbed only four all season while! ; 


the previous mark for fumble al- 
lergy ~vas six, held by the Bears and 
Brooklyn jerntly. 

The other league record for in- 
efficiency was shared by the entire 
league. The teams averaged 158 
plays per game, two more than last 
year’s high watezs mark. This 
average indicates less yardage per 
Play over the entire season. 


Secret Practice 


TULSA, Okla., Dec. 25 (ANS)— 
Henry Frnka, Tulsa University foot- 


ball coach. took his into se- 
clusion yester for final prepara- 
tions for the nge 


Bowl game 
against Georgia Tech at Miami 
Fla.. on New Year’s Day. Before 
bidding goodbye to the press, Frnka 
Said that razzledazzle would be the 
main feature of Tulsa’s attack. 


+|stopped Leo Francis, 136, 


defeats. Oklahoma Aggies knocked 
them from the undefeated class in 
the greatest scoring orgy of the 
year, 46-40. Iowa Preflight also 
Tulsa, 47-27. On the other 
d, the Golden Hurricane blasted 
seven opponents off the field. Play- 
ing in their fourth straight bow) 
game, Tulsa gets the nod. 
COTTON BOWL: This should be 
for the Oklahoma, Ag- 


Aggi-s lpst only to a service power- 
house, the Norman Navy Zoomers, 
and won seven. The Progs 
lost to Oklahoma University and 
Southern Metl.odist and were tied 
Arkansas, but won seven also. 

The Aggies feature a well-bal- 
anced running and game 
built around their first All-America 
back, Rapid Robert Fenimore. In 
him the Aggies have the outstand- 
ing back of the Southwest or the 
Missouri Valley, Six feet tall and 
weighing 188 pounds, he passes with 
great effectiveness and runs in a 
manner indescribable. A dash man 
in track, Fenimore is the only back 
except Buddy Young of Illinois who 
carries his tremendous speed over 
to football. 


SUN BOWL: Mexico University 
will bring a 30-man squad with four 
victories and one tie to tangle with 
the Pirates of Southwestern Uni- 
versity, winners in six games. 
Southwestern lost to Texas, Tulsa 
Randolph Field (who didn’t), Rice 
and SMU. "Futbol” has taken an 
attractive hold among our Latin- 
American neighbors below the Rio 
Grande and the University of 
Mexico is the champion of Mexico, 
but Southwestern should take this 
one. 

SHRINER’S GAME: (East-West): 
Backs Les Horvath and Bob Brugge 
of Ohio State, Boley Dancewicz and 
Bob Kelly of Notre Dame, linemen 
Skimp Harrison of South Carolina, 
Géorge Savitsky of Penn, George 
Bujan of Illinois—and other great 
players on the East squad will be 
too much for the West team. Out- 
standing players on the Pacific 
Coast eleven will be back Bob 
Waterfield of UCLA, guards Harold 
Fischer of Texas and Ed Schneider 
of Denver, and tackle Bob McClure 
of Nevada. 

BLUE-GRAY GAME: This game, 
carded for Dec. 30. should be a 
humdinger although the Blues, 
paced by wonder boy Bob Hoern- 
schemeyer of Indiana, should win. 
Although the North line includes 
All-America center John Tavener 
of Indiana, the South’s line is 
stronger over-:ll. Pivet man for the 
latter is the phenomenal center, 
Tex Warringt.1 of Auburn, who 
although making Grantland Rice’s 
select selection, broke even with 
Tavener on the consensus of various 
All-America teams this ccason. 
This battle of star pivotmen should 
be a sight to see. If. "Little Jack” 
Tittle of LSU and Shorty MecWil- 
liams of Mississinni State cavort in 
the Gray backfield the came will 
be that much closer. Still, a vote 
for the North. ~ 


Nartmouth Cane Coach 
Discharned From Navy 


_——_—_— 


HANOVER, N. H.. Dec. 25 (ANS) 
—Osborne (Ossie) Cowles, who 
coached Dartmouth Colleze to six 
straight Eastern Intercollegiate 
basketball titles was dischsreed 
from the Navy today and will re- 
sume his coaching job at Dart- 
mouth on Jan. 1. 

Earl Brown, Dartmouth football 
coach, who led the Big Green to 
its seventh straight hoop crown last 
year, will enter the service as soon 
as he recuperates from an apven- 
dectomy. Navy Chief Specialist 
Morgan Rodemacher has_ been 
coaching the Dartmouth quintet 
during the early season games. 


FIGHT RESULTS 








BALTIMORE—Yancey Henry, 194, 
Los Angties, outpointed Gunnar Bar- 
lund, 208, Finland, (10). George Wil- 
liams, 147, Baltimore, knocked out 
Jimmy Snead 148, Washington (2). 

PHILADELPHIA — Ray Robinson, 
146, New York, stopped Richard (Sheik) 
Rangel, 147, Fresno, Calif., (2). 

CHICAGO — Bill Parson, outpointed 
Jimmy Hunt, (8). Both local boys. 

JERSEY CITY — Dom Amoroso, 134, 
Jersey City, outpointed Al Guido, 135, 
New York, (16). 

_ NEW YORK — Phil Terranova, 127, 
former NBA featherweight champ, 
Panama, 


& 


WASHINGTON — Cpl. Melio Bet- 
tina, 194, New York, outpointed Geor- 





gie Parks, 184, Washington, (10). 
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veteran guard, will be playing 


in his third bowl game when the Golden Hurricane meets 
Georgia Tech in the Orange Bowl at Miami, New Year's Day. 





5th Army Reinforcements 


Arrive For Spaghetti Tilt 





SOMEWHERE IN ITALY, Dec. 25—The gloom that hung over 


the 5th Army grid camp after the outbreak of injuries during last 
Friday’s practice sessions was caught in a high wind and blown 
away today when it was announced that four new powerhouses 


had arrived from the front to 


Year’s Day. 


help mow down the 12th AAF 


”Bridgebusters” in the pigskin classic at the Spaghetti Bowl on New 


Outstanding among the newcomers, according to coach Capt. 





Senators Picked As 
No. 1U.S. Sports Flop 


NEW YORK, Dec, 25 (ANS)— 
The Washington Senators, picked 
by many “experts” to win the 
American League pennant last sea- 
son, crossed up the dope and the 
dopes by finishing a sensational 
last. The “experts,” however, got 
even with Clark Griffith's incon- 
siderate athletes and soothed their 
own outraged pride by naming the 
Senators the outstandine disav- 
pointment in sports for 1944 in the 
Associated Press’ annual poll. 

The pitching strength which was 
expected to carrv the Senators to 
the ton just didn’t materialize. The 
infield sprang leaks and outfielder 
George Case was injured. That may 
explain in part what happened to 
the Senators. 

Of 78 writers participating in the 
poll, 26 who undoubtedly had told 
their readeis that the Senators 
couldn’t miss, voted them tons in 
disappointment. Right behind the 
Griffs came the Notre Dame foot- 
ball team on the basis of a 59-0 
shellacking by Army. The Cadets 
also pushed Navy into the disap- 
pointment league although many 
writers specified that the M‘ddies’ 
earlier disappointments were fac- 
tors. 

The first ten disanpointments 
with total votes were: Senators, 94; 
Notre Dame football team, 39; 
Navy football team, 29; Detroit 
Tigers, 22; Browns in the World 
Series. 18; New York Yankees, 17; 
Brooklyn Dodgers, 15; Chicago 
Cubs, 15; Pensive, 15, and Chicago 
White Sox 14. 





Browns’ Schedule 


ST. LOUIS, Dec. 25 (ANS)—The 
Browns will play ten pre-season 
games with major league clubs next 
spring. Highlight will be a seven- 
game series here early in April 
against the Cardinals who defeated 
them in the last World Series. The 





other three games will be against 
the Cubs at Cape Girardeau, Mo. 


Louis J. Bush, is lst Lt. Robert M. Fitzgerald, a guard who starred 
+for Fordham University in the 


Cotton Bowl in 1941, though the 
Rams dropped that tilt to Texas 
A and M, 13-12. Fitzgerald is an 
executive officer in a combat regi- 
ment of the 85th "Custer” Divi- 
sion. 

The other arrivals were Pfc. 
James Tucker, Sgt. Clarence Welk- 
ner of Houston, Texas, and Pfc. 
Robert C. Carpenter of Toledo, 
Ohio. 

Tucker, a 20-year-old Negro whu 
starred for the Prairie State Teach- 
ers College in Texas for two years, 
showed lots of promise in his first 
two workouts today. He weighs 190 
pounds, stands 6 feet, 1 inch tall 
and is attached to a staff section 
in a combat regiment of the 92nd 
"Buffalo” Division. Welkner is a 
210-pound tackle from a field ar- 
tillery outfit. while Carpenter, also 
210, is a medic in the 85th Division. 

Meantime, hea: coaches for bon 
teams announced tentative line-ups, 
putting emphasis on the word ten- 
tative. If the line-ups released today 
are employed when the two teams 
oppose each other, the air force 
eridders will carry a slight weight 
advantage at the opening kickoff. 

The Bridgebuster line averages 
214 and one-half pounds as against 
the Mudbusters’ 208 and one-half, 
but the latter have the edge in the 
backfield with an imposing 201- 
vound average to the air force’s 
197 and one-half. 

The tentative line-ups are as fol- 
lows: 

5TH ARMY 
LE—Cpl. Joe Czajka (185) 
LT—Sgt Cecil Sturgeon (235) 
LG—Cpl. John Powers (218) 
C—Sgt. Harry Karales (185) 
RG—ist Lt. Charles Henke (210) 
RT—Cpl. Frank Chismar (215) % 
RE—itst Lt. Art Lemke (210) 
QB—Cpl. Edward Brennan (205) 
)LHB—Cpl Gene Stauver (199) 
RHB—Cpl. Laddie Liska (180) 
FB—Cpl. John Moody (230) 

12TH AAF 
LE—T-5 Antonio Solorzano (200) 
LT—Sgt. John Ramsey (192) 
LG—ist Lt. Raymond Songaylo (250) 
C—Szt. Aldo Paletti (195) 
RG—T-5 Robert P. Leonetti (235) 
RT—S-Set. Joseph McShane (220) 
RF—S-Sgt. Robert Geier (210) 
QB—T-Sgt. Martin Daugherty (205) 
LHB—Cpl. Arthur Faircloth (200) 
RHB—Capt. Billy Madden (185) 





FB—ist Lt. Edward Shanks (200) 
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Draft Board Review 
Facing Sports Stars 
Under WMB Ruling 


(Continued from page 1) 
Serve militarily by quo in pert 
Sag renee Marshetts tenet of 
"For example, to discharge a well- 
known professional football player 
hysical disability when that in- 


for p 

dividual is able to participate in 
professional games im ately af- 
ter discharge, is ob incon- 


sistent.” 

While promoters of other sports 
are looking into the future with 
misgivings, club owners and league 
officials are showing no concern 
about major league baseball carry- 
ing on in 1945. Baseball is certa 
to be hit harder than any other 
professional sport, but the consen- 
sus of opinion is that the nctional 
— will continue for the dura- 

n. 

There is also the possibility a 
shortened season may b2 proposed 
reminiscent of 1918 when Secretary 
of War Newton D. Baker issued his 
"work or fight” directive. World 
War I ended that November saving 
the situation for baseball. The ma- 
jor leagues planned to carry on in 
1919 but there were many who be- 
a gg it would have be2n im os- 
sible. 


DRASTIC MOVE 


It appeared almost certain the 
move, unless rescinded by the time 
the baseball season hbeeins. would 
force the suspension of numercus 
minor league circuits. The same 
holds true for professional golf, 
football and hockey. all of which 
have a large percentace of physi- 
cally deferred athletes 

The orders announcine a virtual 
ban on racing was ascribed to the 
need of conserving manpower and 
transportation facilities. Th: or- 
ders came as «. complete surprise 
as racing was about to begin its 
winter season, the Fair Grounds at 
New Orieans having cpened yester- 
day and Tropical Park at Miami 
was scheduled tu open todav. Santa 


Anita was to one: Dec. 30. This 
past year had been raci> ’s ban- 
ner season so far as attendance 


and betting were concerned 

In disclosing that racing wes 
willing to comply with the request 
because "war comes first,” » racing 
snokesman expresse hon? that the 
war situation niay be such to per- 
mit the resumption in the spring 
in time to hold such feotures as the 
Kentuct-y Derby, Pres’ ess and the 
Belmont Stakes. 


LOSS OF REVENUE 


For horse racing, the new crack- 
down meant a temnorarvy erd of the 
sport that yielded 50.°71.232 88 dol- 
lars in revenue to 17 strtes and 
breught in close to 16.9090° dol- 
Jars in charity durine 1944 Tt also 
threatened the breedine industry in 
which millions are invested and 
figures to throw seve al thousand 
men out of employment. Neverthe- 
less, there is not a single racing 
official who declined to cconerate. 
Herbert Bayard Swore. chairman 
of the New York State Rac’n = Com- 
mission, questioned the advicability 
of making the edict nation-wide, 
but said: "Racing everywhere will 
comply instantly wilt the regula- 
tions which Washineton authorities 
regard as beine helpful to winning 
the war and that’s our only busi- 
ness.” 

Col. Matt Winn, head of Church- 
ill Downs, Empire City and LincoIn 
Fields, likewise expressed the gen- 
erel sentiment when he said: 
"There is only one thing to do, obey 
the boss.” 


Ollie Anderson Hamed 
Chief Semi-Pro Umpire 


WICHITA, Kan., Dec. 25 (ANS) 
Ollie Anderson of Los Angeles 
was named ch’ £ of umpires yester- 
day by the National Baseball Con- 
eress. President Rav Dumont sate 
that the shortare of umpires last 
season retarded the progress 
non-professional beseball and An- 
derson had been chosen to guide 
newcomers. 

Anderson umpired in organized 
baseball for 36 years before retir- 
ing in 1941. He will issue monthly 
lessons to alt members of the or- 
ganization who will officiate.Jdn 
league and tournament games. 











Share Facilities 


BLOOMINGTON. Ind.. Dec. 25 
(ANS)—The Cincinnati Reds and 
the Indianapolis Indians will share 
facilities at the University of Ind- 
iana next year for the third straight 
time in spring training. athletic dir- 
ector Z. G. Clevenger announced 





yesterday. 
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Christmas No Day 
Of Peace In Athens; 
Greeks, Still Battle 


LONDON, Dec. 25—Greece cele- 
brated a bloody Christmas today. 

All hope for a Yuletide truce van- 
ished as British military officials 
were still weighing the contents of 
the ELAS counter terms to Lt. Gen. 
Ronald M. Scobie’s recent a tice 
proposals, and fierce fighting con- 
tinued in most parts of Athens as 
well as in other parts of Greece. 

Shortly before Christmas Eve, 
British paratroops cleared the area 
west of the ancient Acropolis and 
retook the city’s gas works. The 
Athens Central Market nearby was 
found to be completely gutted by 
fire. The tram depot has been dam- 
aged by shell fire. ELAS forces were 
still holding out in the central 
power station luring the night. 

In the Epirus, rightist EDES 
forces made further withdrawals 
in the face of stiff attacks by ELAS 
guerrillas, according to the United 
Press. 

In the Piraeus area, British tank- 
supported troops this morning cap- 
tured the refrigeration plant after 
a bloody two-day battle. 

A United Press correspondent re- 
turned today from three days in 
no-man’s land, and this is the story 
he told: - 

"Bare-footed gypsy women, with 
gold-spangled ribbons in their hair, 
have joined in the fanatical and 
bitter ELAS struggle against the 
British and Greek Government 
troops. 

"IT saw these women stuff bando- 
leers full of machine gun bullets 
and put great chunks of black bread 
under their blouses, and then creep 
forward to supply the ELAS men 
who dared not leave their guns. The 
women did not actually carry guns, 
but they went right up to the ma- 
chine gun nests, where the ELAS 
men were crouched in the ruins of 
a building. 

"No-man’s land in this area 1s a 
region of desolation, several blocks 
deep, with telephone wires droop- 
ing from the shell-pocked poles, and 
glass and stray bricks scattered 
across the sidewalks.” 
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ANOTHER NIGHT 


(Continued from page 1) 


ae 


























always on the stove and people 
driving up and down the valley were 
welcome to stop in and warm them- 
selves. There might not be dough- 
nuts to go with coffee. but Pfc. Earl 
Pfeiffer of Webster, Mass., the 
Chaplain’s assistant, could be 
counted on to locate a frnit cake 
or a box of cookies. 

Just before midnight the jeep 
that .iad carried t+ nigh*’s sup- 
plies as far forward as possible 
stopped on its way back. T-5 Rich- 
ard La Point of Hudson Falls, .N. Y., 
stopped in to bring a ™o~ age from 
Forward. Things were pretty quiet. 

"We had a little Christmas pres- 
ent for the boys tonight,” he said. 
"They issued the new type winter 
clothes.” 

Somebody suggested that it was 
about five o’clock in the States. 
"Last minute shopping,” said Pfc. 
Chet Davis of Waynesboro, Va. 
"Everybody is doing their last min- 
ute shopping back in the States.” 

And in the aid station the guys 
were singing. There had been no 
casualties this Christmas Eve—just 
three men on sick call. There was 
nothing to do, but they could sing. 
It took a few bawdy songs to warm 
them up, but they didn’t forget 
"Silent Night.” 


79th’s Touch 


WITH THE 7TH ARMY, Dec. 25 
—A big red, white and blue sign 
stands on the highway through 
Neu Lauterburg, German frontier 
town just across the Lauter River 
from Alsatian Lauterbourg. It 
reads: "You are now entering Ger- 


It You're With 7th Army, 
It Might Mean Anywhere 





WITH THE TTH ARMY, Dec. 23 
(Delayed)—Being "with the Tth 
Army” can mean almost anything. 

It can mean thet you're farther 
east than any other Allied soldier 
on the western front. At Lauter- 
bourg, in the northeast corner of 
the 7th’s sector, you’re 80 miles far- 
ther east than Yank troops east 
of Aachen. 


It can mean you're in the Sieg- 
fried Line, on the Rhine River in 
a boat, perched on a Vosges moun- 
tain, or, far to the south, shaking 
hands with somebody across the 
neutral Swiss border. 


It means that if you walked— 
and rowed—the entire length of 
this Army’s front you would walk 
and row 140 miles. Which is a hell 
of a lot farther than you would 
have to go on any other Allied 


Subways Of London 
Tied Up By Strike 


LONDON, Dec. 25 (UP) —Lon- 
don’s underground railroad system 
was paralyzed today by a strike, 
launched by transport workers in 
defiance of the union’s plea to re- 
main on the job. 


Workers failed to show up this 
morning because their demand for 
two days off in return for working 
Christmas had been turned down. 

The strike also affected a num- 
ber of bus routes Which are operat- 
ing on a scanty schedule thereby 
forcing thousands of citizens to 
stay at home or walk to their holi- 
day amusement. 

A few people who had to go to 
work found it most difficult to get 
there because of the lack of taxi- 
cabs and infrequent busses. 

However, private motorists in a 
holiday spirit picked up many per- 
sons standing in line for busses. 

The corps of women cleaners 
cheerily arrived on time at the 
Ministry of Information this morn- 
ing by taxi. Others were not so 
fortunate, and had to walk four or 
five miles to work. 

















MANPOWER 


(Continued from page 1) 








to witnhold from’‘a business inater- 
ials, transportation and any other 
product subject to priority control. 
As invoked, WPB can use the power 
whenever it "finds materials or fa- 
cilities are not being used most 
effectively for the prosecution of 
the war as a result of failure to 
comply ‘vith the employment ceil- 
ing or hiring regulation of the War 
Manpower Commission.” 

In creating the machinery, Byrnes 
noted in a statement that the pur- 
pose of the ceiling is to assure that 
war plants get sufficient manpower. 

"The vast majority of establish- 
n:ents and employees throughout 
the nation are cooperating whole- 
h edly with the War Manpower 
Commission in accepting employ- 
ment ceilings as essential to war 
production,” he said. "I’m sure we 
can continue to establish these 
ceilings in most instances through 
negotiations with establishments 
and services concerned and with 
employees on a voluntary basis. 
However, I’m unwilling to ask for 
voluntary acceptance of ceilings by 
many without being prepared to 
take positive measu.es to enforce 
the ceiling on the very few whc are 
unwilling to thus contribute to the 
war effort. I’m sure our people 
want and expect the war piants to 





many by courtesy of the 79th Div.” 


By Pvt. WADE JONES 
Stars and Stripes Writer 


army’s front between Switzerland 
and the North Sea. 

You can be fighting through the 

’s teeth, wire, pillboxes and 
tank traps of the Siegfried Line 
along the 40-mile east-west front 
west of the Rhine. Or you can be 
digging Germans out of the Magi- 
not Line ten miles away. 

You have your choice—if you're 
mobile and AWOL-—of fighting 
against the crack German 11th and 
2ist Panzer Divisions in the Sieg- 
fried or against an assortment of 
deaf Wehrmacht, Wehrmacht with 
ulcers and Stuttgart city “police 
and air raid wardens. The latter 
are to be found in the Germans’ 
Colmar some 35 miles south and 
west of Strasbourg. 

While troops along the Siegfried 
are sweating all the stuff that 
tough line can dish out, men in 
Rhine River outposts 20 or 30 miles 
away are thinking of taking cor- 
respondence courses to while away 
the evenings. 

People in Strasbou:, . front-line 
country club of 170,000 population 
on the River Rhine, complain that 
the noise of our batterys’ firing 
keeps them awake at night. The 
city proper hasn’t been hit by an 
enemy shell in days. 

But just to give the Strasbour- 
geois something to talk about be- 
tween drinks, the Boche pulled a 
couple of Rhine River crossings 11 
miles above the city recently. Not 
much came of the river raids, but 
there have been few conversational 
lapses in Strasbourg since. 

Proof the 7th Army intends to 
remain mudborne, not seaborne, 
lies in the check being made 
throughout the Army sector today 
= how much air you had in your 

res. 


Soviets Shell Last 
Road Out Of Buda 


(Continued from page 1) 


Danube—the Russians pushed into 
the suburbs proper after capturing 
Torbaty, seven and a half miles 
away from the city limits of Buda. 

The great assault west of the 
Hungarian capital, however, ap- 
peared aimed northeastward and 
northward from Bicske, 19 miles 
away. This drive seemed headed up 
the highway from Micske to Polis- 
chaba, 13 miles away, through 
which runs the electric railway to 
Vienna. This is the only gap which 
A Germans hold open to the 
west. 





MOSCOW, Dec. 25—Supplement- 
ing Marshal Joseph Stalin’s Order 
of the Day that fold of the suc- 
cessful new offensive southwest of 
Budapest, the Soviet communique 
last night reported the capture of 
Levice, big railway junction 50 
miles northwest of Budapest and 
some 60 miles from the Austrian 
border. 

A violent battle is being fought 
on the Ipoly River line northwest 
of Budapest. The Russians are 
making a strong bid to reach the 
Hron River, next important water 
barrier. The Germans are coun- 
terattacking in the area between 
the Danube and Sahy, over the 
Slovak border, but they are being 
repelled. 

The 3rd Ukrainian Army cap- 
tured 3,200 German and Hungarian 
prisoners in its new three day of- 
fensive, while Marshal Rodion 
Malinovsky’s men took 1,430 prison- 





be fully manned.” 


ers in the fighting last Sunday. 





Santa Claus Played 
By Father Flanagan 


OMAHA, Dec. 25. (ANS)—Boys 
Town at exemplifies 
the real Christmas spirit. "Silent 

t” hymn must have been 
itten for the boys, many of 
whom prior to the time of com- 


ing to Father ’s 
home actually didn’t know what 
Christmas meant 


Some of Father Flanagan’s 
boys in the armed services were 
“home” for the holidays. Marine 
Pvt. Jimmie Ross, graduate of 
high school, is home after serv- 
ing.20 months of combat service 
in the South Pacific. 

Father Flanagan acted, as 
Santa Claus. Each of the well- 
kept apartments hada gleaming 
tree. Gifts galore were placed un- 
der each. 

Father Flanagan had ‘not for- 
gotten his former boys who are 
in the armed services. There are 
700 in the services, 28 of whom 
have been killed in action. 





Christmas Fatalities 
Reach 238 In U. S. 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25 (ANS)— 
Christmas holiday fatalities total- 
led 238 today throughout the United 
States. 

The majority were attributable to 
traffic accidents, which resulted in 
the deaths of 149 persons. ~ 

The tabulation, started at mid- 
night Friday. listed 27 deaths from 
fire and 62 from miscellaneous 
causes. Plane crashes accounted 
for 15 deaths and one person died 
in a train wreck at Belvidere, Il., 
in which 19 others were injured. 

The National Safety Council said 
the three-day holiday weekend 
would probably record about 275 
motor vehicle fatalities. 

California led the nation with 
the highest death toll of 27. New 
York and Illinois each reported 17. 

Four persons, including two sis- 
ters, suffocated and burned to 
death at Detroit in a fire that 
swept through a rooming house. 
Five others were injured. The dead 
were Miss Jewell Walls, 24, her 
sister Joyce, 17; Miss Laverne Crit- 
tendon, 19, and John Kinney, 65, 
janitor. 


Tough Part Of Jap 
War Still To Come, 
Pacific Chief Says 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 
Christmas 


Admir:; 

mander of the Pacific Fleet, told 
correspondents yesterday that "un- 
til we have bases closer to the 
Japanese homeland, the tougher 
—_ of the war will still be ahead 
of us.” 

Citing the growing supply prob- 
lem as the war progresses, Admiral 
Nimitz said that Japan’s means for 
defending herself had not been re- 
duced. 

"I don’t want to give the im- 
pression that the Japanese Navy 
has been completely defeated,” 
Admiral Nimitz said. "It has not, 
but it has not been able to stop 
our advance. We hope and expect 
that our advance will continue.” 

Meanwhile, the German Trans- 
ocean News Agency reported today 
that the Bonin Islands, 800 miles 
southeast of Tokyo and about 800 
miles northwest of the Marianas, 
were the target Sunday for a heavy 
Allied air and sea attack. 

The German agency said the 
bombardment, which lasted for 
two-and-a-half hours, was carried 
out by more than ten Allied war- 
ships supported by planes of vari- 
ous types. After the: bombardment, 
the Allied forces withdrew to the 
south, the agency added. 

There was no confirmation of 
the Nazi report here but the War 
Department announced that all 
the Super Fortresses, which yester- 
day made their second strike at 
Iwo Jima in the Bonins, returned 
safely. 

From General Douglas MacAr- 
thur’s headquarters came the news 
that the American 77th Division 
was closing in on Palompon, last 
Japanese base on western Leyte in 
the Philippines. Japanese _resis- 
tance was described as "weak and 
sporadic.” 


Soldiers’ Forum 


ROME—The Jewish Soldiers Club 
will hold the first of its weekly 
forums today at 8 PM at 37 Piazza 
Poli. Specially-invited lecturers will 
conduct discussions on various top- 
ics. Allied personnel are invited 
to attend these meetings which will 
be held every Tuesday evening. 


























‘ 
Christmas tree ceremony was held 
on the south lawn and featured the 
Marine Band and carols in which 
the audience joined a mixed chorus 
of Waves and Seamen from the 
Navy School of Music. 

Inside the White House a white 
trimmed, white lighted tree domin- 
ated the East Room and imitation 
snow and white streamers com- 
pleted the tree’s decoration. 

In the ho of the Syvert Rorem 
family. of Kankakee, IIl., it was a 
very happy Christmas. 

One of t':e Rorem’s five sons will 
be home. 
They have three sons in battle 
areas overseas but that did not pre- 
vent the folks from decorating a 
tree in the parlor and filling the 
icebox with the ingredients for a 
duck dinner. 
And best of all Pfc. Edward 
Rorem, veteran of Guadalcanal 
and Bougainville, was In the parlor 
= three years in the South Pa- 
cific. 
There'll be an empty place at the 
Rorem table for each of the four 
boys, one of whom is Pfc. Orville 
a nag 22, with the 5th Army in 
y. F 
Private Eldon, 21, is somewhere in 
Germany. 
Corporal Ralph, 26, is in the South 
Pacific. 





Corporal Syvert, Junior is sta- 
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‘CHRISTMAS IN UNITED STATES 
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tioned at Camp Hood in Texas. 

For the Hodgkinson family in 
San Francisco Christmas will be 
lonesome, for Mrs. George R. Hodg- 
kinson will not be as fortunate as 
the Rorems in having even one boy 
home. 

One gold star and six blue stars 
on the service flag in the window 
and a six-foot Christmas tree glit- 
ters bravely in the living room fac- 
ing the mantle where stand the 
pictures of seven sons. 

But at Columbus, Ohio, Christmas 
Eve was happy for Mrs. Marjorie 
Dailey. ~ 

A picture showing her purchasing 
a war bond for her ”"captured” hus- 
band somewhere in Belgium reached 
her husband Cpl. John Dailey, who 
is not captured at all, but very 
much in the fight. 

The United Press relayed the news 
to Mrs. Dailey who said: 

"It’s wonderful to know he is 
thinking about me the day before 
Christmas.” 





JERUSALEM, Dec. 25 — The 
Grotto of Bethlehem shone brightly 
last night for the first time in many 
years as the city prepared to stage 
the annual 24-hour celebration of 
the Nativity in the presence of Fie.1 
Marshal Viscount Gort, High Com- 
missioner for Palestine, and hun- 
dreds of Allied soldiers who entered 
the city on buses to join hundreds 
of the devout making their pilgrim- 
age to the shrine on Christmas Eve 
as worshippers have done for cen- 
turies. 

The skies clouded in the afternoon 
but visitors were not discouraged 
and the parked buses extended two 
miles from Bethlehem to Rachel’s 
Tomb on the Jerusalem-Hebron 
road. 

The Grotto was thoroughly 
cleaned in the past two weeks in 
preparation for the High Commis- 
sioner’s visit ana the vaulted 
Guard’s Room built by the Crusad- 
ers was restored as a drawing room 
for the reception of distinguished 
guests. 

This is the first change in the 
Grotto since 1873 when- fire-proof 
curtains were hung to replace ne 














costly brocades which caught fire 
in 1869. 








